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Prelude       Deb Harstine 

Processional “O Day of Radiant Gladness” Pg. 48, 1,2 & 4 

Opening Sentence 

On this day the Lord has acted; we will rejoice and be glad in it. Amen. 

Confession of Sin 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our 

whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly 

repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may 

delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

The Absolution  

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. 

Amen. 

Invitatory and Psalter 

V: Lord, open our lips. 

R: And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * as it was in the beginning, is 

now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Alleluia. 
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Christ our Passover 

Alleluia. Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us; * therefore let us keep the feast, 

Not with the old leaven, the leaven of malice and evil, * but with the unleavened bread of 

sincerity and truth. Alleluia. 

Christ being raised from the dead will never die again; * death no longer has dominion over 

him. 

The death that he died, he died to sin, once for all; * but the life he lives, he lives to God. 

So also consider yourselves dead to sin, * and alive to God in Jesus Christ our Lord. Alleluia. 

Christ has been raised from the dead, * the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep. For 

since by a man came death, * by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead. For as in 

Adam all die, * so also in Christ shall all be made alive. Alleluia. 

Psalm 133 

Oh, how good and pleasant it is, * when brethren live together in unity! 

It is like fine oil upon the head * that runs down upon the bread, 

Upon the bread of Arron, * and runs down upon the collar of his robe.  

It is like the dew of Hermon * that falls upon the hills of Zion. 

For there, the Lord has ordained the blessing: * life for evermore.  
 

The Lessons 

The First Reading Acts 4:32-35  

A Reading from Acts. 

Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one claimed 

private ownership of any possessions, but everything they owned was held in common. With 

great power the apostles gave their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great 

grace was upon them all. There was not a needy person among them, for as many as owned 

lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what was sold. They laid it at the 

apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to each as any had need. 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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The Song of Zechariah 

Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel; * he has come to his people and set them free. 

He has raised up for us a mighty savior, * born of the house of his servant David. 

Through his holy prophets he promised of old, that he would save us from our enemies, * 

from the hands of all who hate us. 

He promised to show mercy to our fathers * and to remember his holy covenant. 

This was the oath he swore to our father Abraham, * to set us free from the hands  

of our enemies, 

Free to worship him without fear, * holy and righteous in his sight all the days of our life. 

You, my child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High, * for you will go before the Lord 

to prepare his way, 

To give his people knowledge of salvation * by the forgiveness of their sins. 

In the tender compassion of our God * the dawn from on high shall break upon us, 

To shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death, * and to guide our feet 

into the way of peace. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * as it was in the beginning,  

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

The Second Reading I John 1:1-2:2  

A Reading from First John. 

We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have seen with 

our eyes, what we have looked at and touched with our hands, concerning the word of life—

this life was revealed, and we have seen it and testify to it, and declare to you the eternal life 

that was with the Father and was revealed to us— we declare to you what we have seen and 

heard so that you also may have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father 

and with his Son Jesus Christ. We are writing these things so that our  joy may be complete.  

This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light and in him 

there is no darkness at all. If we say that we have fellowship with him while we are walking in 

darkness, we lie and do not do what is true; but if we walk in the light as he himself is in the 

light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all 

sin. If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we 

confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness. If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in 
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us. My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone 

does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; and he is the 

atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

You are God 

You are God: we praise you; You are the Lord; we acclaim you; You are the eternal Father:  

All creation worships you. To you all angels, all the powers of heaven, Cherubim and 

Seraphim, sing in endless praise: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and 

earth are full of your glory. The glorious company of apostles praise you. The noble fellowship 

of prophets praise you. The white-robed army of martyrs praise you. Throughout the world 

the holy Church acclaims you; Father, of majesty unbounded, your true and only Son, worthy 

of all worship, and the Holy Spirit, advocate and guide. You, Christ, are the king of glory, the 

eternal Son of the Father. When you became man to set us free you did not shun the Virgin's 

womb. You overcame the sting of death and opened the kingdom of heaven to all believers.  

You are seated at God's right hand in glory. We believe that you will come and be our judge.  

Come then, Lord, and help your people, bought with the price of your own blood, and bring 

us with your saints to glory everlasting. 

Hymn     “Alleluia, Alleluia! Give Thanks”                           Pg. 178, 1,2,3, & 4 

 

The Third Reading                               John 20:19-31 

A Reading from the Gospel of John  

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where 

the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and 

said, “Peace be with you.” After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the 

disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you.  

As the Father has sent me, so I send you.”  When he had said this, he breathed on them and 

said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them;  

if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.”  But Thomas (who was called the Twin),  
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one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. So, the other disciples told him,  

“We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his 

hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.”  

A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the 

doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” Then he 

said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in 

my side. Do not doubt but believe.” Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” Jesus 

said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not 

seen and yet have come to believe.” Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his 

disciples, which are not written in this book. But these are written so that you may come to 

believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life 

in his name. 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Homily  

“Showing the Marks” 

The Rev. Richard J. Fairchild  

 

If you examine a piece of fine silver, you will find on it somewhere some marks placed there 

by the jeweler or manufacturer. 

You will find initials, or some other sign engraved on the bottom of the item or on the 

backside of a display object, or as is the case with rings, on the inside of a band. 

These markings are called hallmarks and they have that name because originally, many years 

ago, all items made of silver - whether pots, dishes, trays, utensils, or jewelry were produced by 

a member of a guild or union, whose members met and worked in large rooms called Halls. 

Hallmarks are etched or engraved for two reasons; they tell you two things. 

The first reason is to show that the item is what it appears to be- that it is in fact an item made 

of pure silver, an item that is not mixed with other, cheaper, materials. 

A hallmark is a guarantee of quality and purity. 
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The second thing a Hallmark does is tell you where the product comes from. In other words 

what Hall it comes from, and in some cases, what individual made it. 

In England, hallmarks are not only composed of letters or initials, often, and especially in the 

case of larger items, there is normally a crest incorporated into the markings. 

If there is a leopard's head - that piece comes from London. If there is a castle - the silver 

came from Edinburgh. The hallmark of the guild in Sheffield is a crown, and that of 

Birmingham is an anchor. 

All this business about hallmarks started in the year 1300 when King Edward of England 

passed a law saying that no precious metal could be sold without a guarantee of its purity 

being marked on it. From 1300 to this very day the practice of hallmarking has continued in 

one form or another. 

The reason I have gone into all this detail about hallmarks is because hallmarks can help us to 

understand today's scripture readings and the issues that they speak to. 

In the gospel reading today we heard about the Apostle Thomas DOUBTING THOMAS as 

he has come to be known. 

Thomas had not been with the other disciples when Jesus first appeared to them after the 

resurrection, and when they told him his first reaction was a normal one - he did not believe it. 

Thomas had a healthy skepticism, and like most people who have a healthy skepticism, he 

would not believe until he first had some proof, and he did not hesitate to tell the others that. 

"Unless I see the nail marks in his hands", he said, "and put my finger where the nails were, 

and put my hand in his side, I will not believe it". 

If Thomas had been an American, he would have been from Missouri, the Show Me State;  

a state, I should add, which most people in this world live in: not in the physical sense, but in 

the spiritual sense. 

Most of us, no matter what is said about how blessed it is for us to believe without seeing,  

we really want to see first. 

Like Thomas, we want some evidence before we accept as truth what other people tell us, 

particularly when they are telling us things that seem impossible. 

Thomas would not believe until he himself saw the marks on Jesus. 
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I believe that no one can fault him for that, particularly since he was being confronted with a 

story that simply defies human imagination. 

We know, of course, how the story of Thomas came out. 

Jesus appeared again to the disciples a week later, and the first person he speaks to, after he 

says to his disciples "Peace be with you", is Thomas. 

"Put your finger here", he says to Thomas. See my hands. Reach out your hand and put it into 

my side. Stop doubting and believe." 

And Thomas - seeing him, believes and says to him, and I can imagine the awe and conviction 

in his voice, “My Lord, and my God!" 

Tradition has it that later in life Thomas became the apostle to the nations east of Israel, and 

that he died a martyr’s death in India. 

Because he saw the risen Lord with his own eyes - he believed, he believed and he went forth 

to do what all the other disciples did, he went forth and spread the good news about Jesus, 

that Jesus died so that we would know the love of God, and that he rose from the dead so that 

we might know that God's love is forever and that all who follow him receive eternal life. 

But what about today - what happens today to those who want proof-positive before they 

believe and say to Jesus: my Lord and my God? 

How can we expect all the people from Missouri to believe that Jesus is risen from the dead 

and persuade them to become his disciples without providing them with some evidence - 

some proof that it has really happened. 

I know that Jesus said to Thomas after showing him the marks of his death, the marks  

of his love: 

"Because you have seen me, you have believed. Blessed are those who have not seen and yet 

have believed." but I do not think quoting that verse to a sceptic will help very much. 

And I do not think either that Jesus was suggesting that we should not present proof to others 

of his resurrection as we attempt to fulfil the commission he gave us to baptize and make 

disciples of all the nations. Far from it. 
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Indeed, when you look at the gospel reading today one thing stands out very clearly. The very 

first time Jesus appeared to his disciples in the upper room he showed them showed them the 

marks of his love - this a full week before he showed Thomas the wounds that pierced his 

hands and his side. 

For this reason, I think what Jesus meant when he said - "Blessed are those who have NOT 

seen and yet have believed" - is simply and precisely that. 

Blessed indeed are people who accept Jesus as their Savior, their risen Lord, without having 

had any proof presented to them. 

Blessed are they who start walking in faith before they have all the answers to their questions 

because they will start experiencing the benefits of faith straight away. 

In other words, Jesus was not suggesting that there are no blessings for those who believe only 

after seeing, he was only suggesting that doubt can get in the way of our experiencing those 

blessings. 

Jesus presented the marks of his love to his disciples so that they might believe and go forth as 

his apostles and baptize and make disciples of all the nations. He showed the marks of his love 

so that the blessings that faith in him brings might become available to more people. 

Today it is still the same. 

But rather than the marks of his love being shown in his physical body, they are shown, or are 

meant to be shown in us, in the people of his church, which everywhere is called the Body of 

Christ. 

There is an old tradition in the Church that says that some of the Saints have shown the 

stigmata, - that their hands and sides sometimes have bled and looked as if they were pierced 

by a sharp object, even though no such object has come near them; that marks would 

occasionally appear on their heads as if thorns had been pushed down upon them. 

It is a mystical tradition - this one of the stigmata, - something beyond what we normally 

experience or witness, but it is a tradition that points us in the right direction for it states that 

there is something we can show to convince the world of our genuineness, that there is a 

hallmark that they can look for that proves that someone has fellowship with God and with 

Christ Jesus his Son. 

Quite simply that hallmark is a life that resembles his, a life of light, and of truth, and of faith. 
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But the most notable part of the hallmark of Christ that we bear when we are truly in him and 

he in us, is our love for each other and our desire in that love to be in fellowship with one 

another and work together in harmony despite all worldly differences that may exist between 

us. 

Someone recently related his experience as a small boy when he went to his first symphony 

orchestra concert. 

He marveled at the different musicians as they came onto the stage and sat down. They all 

seemed so different. Some were young, others were old. Some were thin, others were fat.  

Some had lots of hair, others were bald. There were women, and there were men. One by one 

they picked up their instruments and each began to play a few notes. It sounded like a dozen 

cats fighting on a hot night in the middle of the city. None of them were playing the same 

notes, let alone the same music. 

Then the boy saw a man in a long black coat walk to the center of the stage. He raised a long 

thin black stick and the noise stopped. With a sweep of this man's hand the musicians began 

to play again and the sound this time was incredibly beautiful. 

This experience is an analogy not only of the early church and its believers, who are described 

in The Book of Acts as being one in heart and mind, but also of today's church and today's 

believers. 

Let me tell you a bit of my story. 

When I was young, I was living alone in a large city attending university. I had an unhappy 

childhood, and I was argumentative, defensive, and abrasive consequently. 

There was at the university a group of Christians called Campus Crusade for Christ - and they 

used to set up a table in the Student Union Building and do what they called witnessing for 

Christ. 

I loved to go to that table and make life hard for them. I sort of believed in God - the way so 

many people do nowadays. But I also sort of believed in astrology, and I played around with 

telling fortunes using the Tarot Cards as well. 

One thing is certain, I did not believe in Christ as my Lord. I did not know what he stood for, 

nor what had happened to him, and I certainly had never gone to church. 
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These crazy Christians sat at their table and tried to tell me about the resurrection and about 

salvation through Jesus, and I told them they were foolish to believe in it, and I asked them 

why innocent people suffered and why God allowed war and all those other things that are so 

difficult to answer. I gave them a hard time. 

A strange thing happened though - even though I tormented them with my questions and 

made fun of their answers, they invited me to their homes and apartments, they bought me 

the life blood of all students - coffee, and they fed me meals, and they even, as I found out 

later, they even prayed for me. They treated me as a friend even while I treated them as people 

out of touch with reality. 

Since those days I have thought about that a lot. 

I was a stranger. They didn't need me, they didn't know me. And yet they wanted something 

good for me. They were patient with me, they were kind to me, they helped me, they forgave 

me, they answered my questions, and they made me feel welcome when no-one else did. 

In short, they showed me something that I had never seen before–they showed me Christian 

love.  

Within six months, because of their witness and how God used it in my life, I became a 

Christian. 

I never had a problem believing in the resurrection because I saw the marks of Christ in his 

body - in the people who claimed his name and who walked in his light and who lived as well 

as they could by his law. 

I keep on bumping into people who have the hallmark of Christ upon them. 

Yes - blessed are those who have not seen and yet believe! But blessed too are those who have 

seen - blessed are those who have seen the marks of Christ in us and have believed!  

And blessed too are we who have those marks, blessed are we who have fellowship with the 

Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ, and who show it by how we love each other. 

We are a people who make can music instead of making noise, because we have a conductor 

whom we can follow, we have Jesus to direct us. 

Look at those who have the hallmark of Christ upon them, those who walk in light and live by 

the love of their master, and learn from them. 

Look for the hallmarks and pray that they may be seen in you, that God might purify you and 

place his seal of salvation upon you.  AMEN 
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The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy 

Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 

was buried.  

He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is 

seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

The Prayers 

Officiant  The Lord be with you. 

People   And also with you. 

Officiant  Let us pray. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Suffrages 

V. Save your people, Lord, and bless your inheritance; 

R. Govern and uphold them, now and always. 

V. Day by day we bless you; 

R. We praise your name for ever. 

V. Lord, keep us from all sin today; 

R. Have mercy on us, Lord, have mercy. 

V. Lord, show us your love and mercy; 

R. For we put our trust in you. 
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V. In you, Lord, is our hope; 

R. And we shall never hope in vain. 

The Collect of the Day 

Almighty and everlasting God, who in the Paschal mystery established the new covenant of 

reconciliation: Grant that all who have been reborn into the fellowship of Christ’s Body may 

show forth in their lives what they profess by their faith; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

A Collect for Sundays 

O God, you make us glad with the weekly remembrance of the glorious resurrection of your 

Son our Lord: Give us this day such blessing through our worship of you, that the week to 

come may be spent in your favor; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

A Prayer for Mission 

Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of your faithful people is 

governed and sanctified: Receive our supplications and prayers which we offer before you for 

all members of your holy Church, that in their vocation and ministry they may truly and 

devoutly serve you; through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Prayers and Thanksgivings 

As the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and mind, offering powerful 

testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, so grant us grace that we too may offer relief to 

the needy, dwelling together in unity: 

Alleluia, Christ is risen!  

Fix in our hearts our sure advocate, Jesus Christ the righteous; that whenever we fall into any 

sin or error we may, with confidence, make a good confession, in certainty of forgiveness:  

The Lord is risen indeed, Alleluia!  
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As Jesus pronounced peace to his disciples and breathed upon them the Holy Spirit, so fill us 

also with power to strive for good, forgive every sin, and serve the ministry of reconciliation in 

his Name:  

Alleluia, Christ is risen!  

Be with your Church, O Christ; that it may make a true witness to the resurrection, remembering 

especially our mission and outreach and all those who call upon you here at St. Matthew’s and 

Trinity:  

The Lord is risen indeed, Alleluia!  

Gladden the hearts of our sick, O God, remembering especially those for whom we now pray, 
Anita, Becky, Beth, Brooks, Bertha, Delinda. Danny, Dave, Denny, Eldon, Gerry, Ian, 

Jeanette, Jerry, Joan, Kent, Marge, Nancy, Pat, Suzanne, Ralph, Robby, and Robert and make 
them to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God bringing life to the downcast, and 
strength to the weary:  

Alleluia, Christ is risen!  

When we doubt as did Thomas the Twin, speak to us also your peace, and stir our faith, that we 

may give voice and say, “My Lord and my God,” for blessed are those who have not seen and 

yet have come to believe:  

The Lord is risen indeed, Alleluia 

Pray for the Church of the Province of the Indian Ocean 

Pray for the people East Timor, Indonesia, and the Philippines 

Pray for St. Thomas Episcopal Church, Holton Kansas, The Reverend Art Rathbun,  

and their lay Leadership  

We give thanks for St. Matthew’s and Trinity and pray for St. Matthew’s Payee Program, 

Northridge Elementary School their teachers, staff, students and families, Priscilla’s Pet 

Pantry, and all outreach of our churches.   

Lord Jesus Christ, you said to your apostles, “Peace I give to you; my own peace I leave you:” 

Regard not our sins, but the faith of your Church, and give to us peace and unity of the heavenly 

City, where with the Father and the Holy Spirit you live and reign, now and forever.  Amen  
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The General Thanksgiving 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks for 

all your goodness and loving-kindness to us and to all whom you have made. We bless you for 

our creation, preservation, and all the blessings of this life; but above all for your 

immeasurable love in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; for the means of 

grace, and for the hope of glory. 

 

And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, that with truly thankful hearts we 

may show forth your praise, not only with our lips, but in our lives, by giving up ourselves to 

your service, and by walking before you in holiness and righteousness all our days; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory throughout 

all ages. Amen. 

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom 

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common 

supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two or 

three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, 

our desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your 

truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen. 

Processional     “Tell Out, My Soul, the Greatness of the Lord”         Pg. 438, 1 & 4 

Let us bless the Lord. Alleluia, alleluia! 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia! 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy 

Spirit, be with us all evermore. Amen. 

Postlude      Deb Harstine  
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